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Power Ministry feels no need to change electrification definition

The government is not considering modifying the current, much-criticised definition of an electrified
village, which counts a village as electrified if at least 10% of its households have an electricity
connection, according to a senior official in the Ministry of Power.

According to the definition, in place since October 1997, a village is deemed to be electrified if
basic infrastructure such as a distribution transformer and distribution lines are in place in the
inhabited locality, electricity is provided to public places like schools, panchayat office, health
centres, dispensaries, community centres, and at least 10% of the households in the village are
electrified.

Target of 100%

“Obviously this does not complete the objective of electrification, we know it,” Joint Secretary in
the Ministry of Power Arun Kumar Verma told The Hindu . “As of today in India, the rural
household electrification is about 83%. From State to State, it ranges from 47% to 100%, but on
average about 83% of households are electrified. So, to say that electrification means only 10%
households, that’s no longer an issue.”

“To come out of this dichotomy or contradiction, the government of India has already decided to go
for full household electrification,” Mr. Verma added. “Once you target 100% of households, what is
the issue of this 10%?”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had on Sunday tweeted that the country had achieved 100%
electrification of villages on April 28, leading to criticism from various quarters about the
deficiencies in the definition of electrification.

“28th April 2018 will be remembered as a historic day in the development journey of India.
Yesterday, we fulfilled a commitment due to which the lives of several Indians will be transformed
forever! I am delighted that every single village of India now has access to electricity,” Mr. Modi
tweeted.

‘Definition of past’

“There was a definition in the past, and we are not going to be changing it,” Mr. Verma said.
“Because what is the meaning of changing it if all houses are going to be electrified?”

The government had in September 2017 launched the Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana
(Saubhagya), aimed at covering the last-mile connectivity of taking electricity to the household
level. The target for the scheme is March 31, 2019.

According to data from the Ministry of Power and the Central Electricity Authority, so far 84.3% of
households have been electrified. The Saubhagya scheme defines the electrification of a
household as including a service line cable, energy meter, and single point wiring.

For unelectrified households in remote areas, electrification will involve the provision of power
packs of 200 to 300 W (with battery bank) with a maximum of 5 LED lights, 1 DC Fan, and 1 DC
power plug.

According to Mr. Verma, 15% of the villages so far electrified have been done so using off-grid
solutions such as solar, while the remaining 85% are connected to the grid.
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However, an in-depth analysis by The Hindu in March 2016 had found severe gaps between the
on-ground reality and the numbers projected by the government.

Of the many deficiencies found, the analysis revealed that while several villages were deemed to
be electrified in the official data, the on-ground engineers had registered complaints that key
components such as transmission wires had been stolen, leaving the village unelectrified.
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After 100% electrification, focus on generation, distribution, pricing

The fact that all of India’s nearly 600,000 villages are electrified is an achievement worth
celebrating. That this milestone was achieved 12 days ahead of a 1,000-day target set by the
prime minister in 2015 is commendable, and shows that it’s possible for ambitious government
programmes to meet their deadlines.

Electricity improves quality of life, work, and just about everything else. It also powers the
information superhighway which allows even remote villages to be mainstreamed; it is what
economists call a force multiplier.

While the task between 2015 and 28 April (when the milestone was achieved) involved connecting
only around 20,000 villages, these were remote hamlets, far away from the national grid. All of
these have now either been connected to the grid or electrified through off-grid solutions. The
latter is a progressive move — off-grid solutions are increasingly being recognised as more
effective and economical ways to connect small, remote habitations. India will have to do more of
this, especially as it starts generating more power from sources of renewable energy (and as it
begins leveraging ongoing advances in battery technology).

The next step, as acknowledged by policy makers, is to electrify all households in a village. The
government considers a village electrified if 10% of its households can access power and public
infrastructure in these villages, such as schools and hospitals (and the panchayat office) are
electrified. That will be another challenge.

Still, much like the access challenge has forced the government to think of innovative solutions
such as off-grid power, the electricity-for-all-households problem presents it with an opportunity to
address fundamental issues in India’s electricity market. This includes reforms in generation,
distribution, and, of course, pricing. Free electricity, while politically expedient, is a bad idea
because it puts pressure on the government’s finances, affects the financial and operational health
of electricity companies, and affects the consumers of such largesse too — across India, free
power is associated with low voltage and frequent power cuts.

While some of the current government’s most significant successes have come in the area of
electricity — boosting the use of energy efficient LED bulbs through the largest programme of its
kind in the world is one; electrifying all villages in India is another — these need to be followed
through with more radical reforms such as the ones listed above. That will benefit not only
consumers, including those in remote areas and poor households, but also companies and
government departments involved in generating, transmitting, and distributing electricity.
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Boost to Airport Infrastructure in Lucknow, Chennai and Guwahati
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)

Boost to Airport Infrastructure in Lucknow, Chennai and
Guwahati

Cabinet approves Upgradation and Expansion of airport
infrastructure at Lucknow, Chennai & Guwahati Airport

Posted On: 02 MAY 2018 3:23PM by PIB Delhi

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
has given its approval to for expansion and upgradation of integrated terminals at Chennai,
Guwahati & Lucknow Airports, at a cost of Rs.2467 crore, Rs.1383 crore and Rs.1232 crore,
respectively.

Details:

Highlights of the three projects are as follows:

Lucknow Airport: Construction of New Integrated Terminal will have an area of 88,000 sqm
along with the existing terminal building with 16292 sqm and will have annual capacity to handle
2.6 million international and 11 million domestic passenger traffic. The new terminal building would
cater to the requirement of passenger growth up to the year 2030-31.

Chennai Airport: Total built up area of the proposed terminal building, including the present
proposal measuring 197000 sqm shall be 336000 sqm with an annual capacity to handle 35 mppa.
The new terminal building incorporates green building features with an aim to achieve GRIHA-4
Star rating. The building would cater to the requirement of passenger growth up to the year 2026-
27.

Guwahati Airport: The New Terminal Building shall have an area of 102500 sqm to handle
combined annual capacity (old and new terminals) of 9 mppa. The building would cater to the
requirement of passenger growth up to the year 2026-27. This will encourage investment &
tourism in NER with thrust on ‘Act East’ Policy.

 

Background:

Recognising its role as the growth driver of the Indian economy, the Government of India has
given enhanced trust for the infrastructure sector in the Union Budget 2018-19. Towards this
endeavour, Government of India has brought out National Civil Aviation Policy (NCAP), which is
the stepping stone to provide robust air connectivity throughout the length and breadth of our
country. The Policy also envisages to create an ecosystem which encourages economic growth of
the country, by enabling people to connect with ease at an affordable cost, through Regional
Connectivity Scheme (RCS), aptly titled as UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik).

The country has witnessed phenomenal growth rate in the range of 18 to 20 percent in the last 3
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years. According to IATA Traffic Study, India, at 7th position as of now, is likely to take 3rd position
by 2023-24 by overtaking UK, Japan, Spain & Germany. The current rate of the growth in
domestic aviation sector of India is the highest globally.

To meet the growing demand, Government of India has launched a new initiative of NABH Nirman
(NextGen Airports for Bharat), wherein systems and processes are geared to provide enhanced
airport capacity to handle 1 billion trips in the next 10 to 15 years.

Airport capacity upgradation and expansion require both development of new greenfield airports
and expansion of existing brownfield airports and same will be funded by the Indian private sector
and Airports Authority of India by leveraging its balance sheet.

Airports Authority of India is in the process of implementing plans for development of infrastructure
to meet growing aviation demand by creating additional capacity at AAI Airports like, Chennai,
Guwahati, Lucknow, Agartala, Patna, Srinagar, Pune, Trichy, Vijayawada, Port Blair, Jaipur,
Mangalore, Dehradun, Jabalpur, Kolhapur, Goa, Rupsi, Leh, Calicut, Imphal, Varanasi &
Bhubaneswar with a capex of Rs.20178 Crores in the next 4 to 5 years.

AAI has already awarded the works at Agartala, Calicut, Port Blair towards construction of new
state-of-the-art integrated terminals and is in the process to immediately approve the works for
upgradation and expansion of capacity at Chennai, Lucknow and Guwahati Airports, at a cost of
Rs.2467 crores, Rs.1383 crores and Rs.1232 crores, respectively. Similarly, upgradation of airside
capacity by way of strengthening and extension of runways, construction of new apron bays has
been taken up to cater to the demand from airline operators who have placed confirmed orders for
almost 900 aircrafts in the coming 10 years.

Under New Greenfield Airport Policy, many major cities are expected to have multiple airports.
Government has granted approval for Noida International Airport (Jewar), Mopa (Goa), Purandar
Airport (Pune), Bhogapuram Airport (Visakhapatnam), Dholera Airport (Ahmedabad), Hirasar
Airport (Rajkot). Capex outlay of Rs.50000 crores is expected in the development of New
Greenfield Airports, wherein approval of Government of India has been given. In the private sector
also, upgradation and expansion is in the offing for Delhi, Bengaluru, Hyderabad Airports at a cost
of Rs.25000 crores in the next five years’ time.

****
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Cabinet approves continuation of Umbrella Scheme ‘Green Revolution — Krishonnati Yojana’ in
Agriculture Sector
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)

Cabinet approves continuation of Umbrella Scheme ‘Green
Revolution — Krishonnati Yojana’ in Agriculture Sector

Posted On: 02 MAY 2018 3:21PM by PIB Delhi

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
has given its approval for the Umbrella Scheme, "Green Revolution – Krishonnati Yojana" in
agriculture sector beyond 12th Five Year Plan for the period from 2017-18 to 2019-20 with the
Central Share of Rs. 33,269.976 crore.        

The Umbrella scheme comprises of 11 Schemes/Missions. These schemes look to develop the
agriculture and allied sector in a holistic and scientific manner to increase the income of farmers
by enhancing production, productivity andbetter returns on produce. The Schemes will be
continued with an expenditure of Rs.33,269.976 crore for three financial years, i.e., 2017-18,
2018-19 and 2019-20.

3.       The Schemes that are part of the Umbrella Schemes are :-

(i)      Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH) with a total central share of Rs.
7533.04 crore, MIDH aims to promote holistic growth of horticulture sector; to enhance horticulture
production, improve nutritional security and income support tofarm Households.

(ii)      National Food Security Mission (NFSM), including National Mission on Oil Seeds and Oil
Palm (NMOOP), with a total central share of Rs.6893.38 crore.  It aims to increase production of
rice, wheat, pulses, coarse cereals and commercial crops, through area expansion and
productivity enhancement in a suitable manner in the identified districts of the country, restoring
soil fertility and productivity at the individual farm level and enhancing farm level economy.  It
further aims to augment the availability of vegetable oils and to reduce the import of edible oils.

(iii)     National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA) with a total central share of Rs.3980.82
crore.  NMSA aims at promoting sustainable agriculture practices best suitable to the specific
agro-ecology focusing on integrated farming, appropriate soil health management and synergizing
resource conservation technology.

(iv)     Submission on Agriculture Extension (SMAE) with a total central share of Rs.2961.26 crore. 
SMAE aims to strengthen the ongoing extension mechanism of State Governments, local bodies
etc., achieving food and nutritional security and socio-economic empowerment of farmers, to
institutionalize programme planning and implementation mechanism, to forge effective linkages
and synergy amongst various stake-holders, to support HRD interventions, to promote pervasive
and innovative use of electronic / print media, inter-personal communication and ICT tools, etc.

(v)     Sub-Mission on Seeds and Planting Material (SMSP) with a total central share of Rs.920.6
crore.  SMSP aims to increase production of certified / quality seed, to increase SRR, to upgrade
the quality of farm saved seeds, to strengthen the seed multiplication chain, to promote new
technologies and methodologies in seed production, processing, testing etc., to strengthen and
modernizing infrastructure for seed production, storage, certification and quality etc.
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(vi)     Sub-Mission on Agricultural Mechanisation (SMAM) with a total central share of Rs.3250
crore.  SMAM aims to increase the reach of farm mechanization to small and marginal farmers
and to the regions where availability of farm power is low, to promote ‘Custom Hiring Centres’ to
offset the adverse economies of scale arising due to small landholding and high cost of individual
ownership, to create hubs for hi-tech and high value farm equipment, to create awareness among
stakeholders through demonstration and capacity building activities, and to ensure performance
testing and certification at designated testing centers located all over the country.

(vii)    Sub Mission on Plant Protection and Plan Quarantine (SMPPQ) with a total central share of
Rs.1022.67 crore.  SMPPQ aims to minimize loss to quality and yield of agricultural crops from the
ravages of insect pests, diseases, weeds, nematodes, rodents, etc. and to shield our agricultural
bio-security from the incursions and spread of alien species, to facilitate exports of Indian
agricultural commodities  to global markets, and to promote good agricultural practices, particularly
with respect to plant protection strategies and strategies.

(viii)   Integrated Scheme on Agriculture Census, Economics and Statistics (ISACES) with a total
central share of Rs. 730.58 crore. It aims to undertake the agriculture census, study of the cost of
cultivation of principal crops, to undertake research studies on agro-economic problems of the
country, to fund conferences/workshops and seminars involving eminent economists, agricultural
scientists, experts and to bring out papers to conduct short term studies, to improve agricultural
statistics methodology and to create a hierarchical information system on crop condition and crop
production from sowing to harvest.

(ix)     Integrated Scheme on Agricultural Cooperation (ISAC) with a total central share of Rs.
1902.636 crore. It aims to provide financial assistance for improving the economic conditions of
cooperatives, remove regional imbalances and to speed up -      cooperative development in
agricultural marketing, processing, storage, computerization and weaker section programmes; to
help cotton growers fetch remunerative price for their produce through value addition besides
ensuring supply of quality yarn at reasonable rates to the decentralized weavers.

(x)     Integrated Scheme on Agricultural Marketing (ISAM) with a total centralshare of 3863.93
crore. ISAM aims to develop agricultural marketing infrastructure; to promote innovative and latest
technologies and competitive alternatives in agriculture marketing infrastructure; to provide
infrastructure facilities for grading, standardization and quality certification of agricultural produce;
to establish a nationwide marketing information network; to integrate markets through a common
online market platform to facilitate pan-India trade in agricultural commodities, etc.

(xi)     National e-Governance Plan (NeGP-A) with a total central share of 211.06 crore aims to
bring farmer centricity & service orientation to the programmes; to enhance reach & impact of
extension services; to improve access of farmers to information &services throughout crop-cycle;
to build upon, enhance & integrate the existing ICT initiatives of Centre and States; and to
enhance efficiency & effectiveness of programs through making available timely and relevant
information to the farmers for increasing their agriculture productivity.

The Schemes/Missions focus on creating/strengthening of infrastructure of production, reducing
production cost and marketing of agriculture and allied produce. These schemes / missions have
been under implementation for varying duration during past few years.

All these schemes/missions were appraised and approved independently as separate
scheme/mission. In 2017-18, it has been decided to club all these schemes / missions under one
umbrella scheme 'Green Revolution - Krishonnati Yojana'.

****
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Power drive: on the quest to achieve full electrification

Access to electricity drives the productivity of households, empowers women and enables
education and communication. Millions of homes still lack this vital resource in India. And as of
April 1, 2015, the official count of unelectrified villages was 18,452. So when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi recently announced that all inhabited villages now enjoy electrification, it
signalled a significant milestone in the country’s development. It is an achievement that will raise
aspirations in the remotest districts. Yet, broad-brush statistics conceal severe disparities,
including the actual number of households in villages that have power connections, the number of
hours they get reliable power, and the per capita power that rural and urban Indians consume. For
one, the existing definition to declare a village electrified is coverage of a mere 10% of
households and common facilities such as schools, panchayats and health centres. The claim of
electrification pales when viewed against some of these realities. Rural household electrification
has a wide range across States, from 47% to 100%. The average hours of power supplied in a day
to rural areas in January 2018 ranged from 11.5 in Mizoram, 14.91 in Haryana and 17.72 in Uttar
Pradesh to 24 hours in Kerala, Gujarat and Tamil Nadu. These anomalies are often the result of
infrastructure deficits and administrative inefficiency and they show that, even with supportive
Central schemes, the Power for All 24x7 goal adopted by States and Union Territories with a
deadline of April 1, 2019 is far from realistic.

Census data for 2001 and 2011 indicate that the number of rural households that use electricity as
their primary source of lighting rose by about 12 percentage points to 55.3%, while in that decade
urban households rose five points to 92.7%. The per capita consumption between rural and fast-
rising urban India also represents a challenge, since there is a divergence between the two. There
are twin challenges to be faced in improving access and equity. To many, the falling cost of
renewable, decentralised sources such as solar photovoltaics represents a ready solution for rural
India. Yet, the evidence from States such as Maharashtra, which made an early claim to full
electrification six years ago relying partly on solar power, shows that theft, damage and lack of
technical capacity can pose serious hurdles. The answer may lie in a hybrid solution that ensures
continued scaling up of both grid-connected and standalone solar systems in appropriate areas,
augmenting conventional sources of electricity, with a clear emphasis on rooftop solutions for
cities. Cheaper renewables will enable differential pricing for households in remote areas, a key
determinant of wider social benefits of electricity. Rural electrification in India has been a long
effort, achieving rapid growth from the Third Plan to the Twelfth Plan, but getting affordable power
to every household needs sustained policy support.
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On Kathua, the BJP is presenting one narrative to Jammu, another to the rest of India

The revival of the Trans-Pacific Partnership, sans U.S., must buttress the free trade debate
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Swachh Bharat Mission launches GOBAR-DHAN to promote wealth and energy from waste
Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation

Swachh Bharat Mission launches GOBAR-DHAN to promote
wealth and energy from waste

Posted On: 30 APR 2018 4:49PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister for Drinking Water and Sanitation, Sushri Uma Bharti, today launched the GOBAR
(Galvanizing Organic Bio-Agro Resources - DHAN scheme at the National Dairy Research
Institute (NDRI) Auditorium, Karnal in the presence of the Chief Minister of Haryana, Shri Manohar
Lal Khattar. The scheme aims to positively impact village cleanliness and generate wealth and
energy from cattle and organic waste. The scheme also aims at creating new rural livelihood
opportunities and enhancing income for farmers and other rural people.

The Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin) comprises two main components for creating clean villages
– creating open defecation free (ODF) villages and managing solid and liquid waste in villages.
With over 3.5 lakh villages, 374 districts and 16 States/UTsof the country being declared ODF, the
stage is set for ODF-plus activities, including measures to enhance solid and liquid waste
management. The GOBAR-DHAN scheme, with its focus on keeping villages clean, increasing the
income of rural households, and generation of energy from cattle waste, is an important element of
this ODF-plus strategy. The scheme envisages the implementation of 700 bio-gas units in different
states of the country in 2018-19.

The scheme was launched today in Karnal by the Minister of Drinking Water and Sanitation,
Sushri Uma Bharti, Haryana Chief Minister, Shri Manohar Lal Khattar, Minister of State for
Drinking Water and Sanitation, Shri S.S. Ahluwalia. Shri Parameswaran Iyer, Secretary, Ministry of
Drinking Water and Sanitation and other senior level officials of the Central and State Government
were also present.

Speaking on the occasion, Sushri Uma Bharti reiterated the Prime Minister’s statement, “Vikas tab
hoga jab jan andolan banega” (A peoples’ movement will foster development). She thanked the
people of India for making the Swachh Bharat Mission a true jan andolan. She spoke about the
importance of Gobar-dhan as a key component of the ODF-plus strategy in the country. She
spoke about the potential of converting waste into energy, and called upon people to accept
change, follow change and participate in change happening in rural India under the Swachh
Bharat Mission today. She mentioned that under GObar-Dhan, cooking gas would be provided to
rural habitations and technical support would ensure that the schemes functioned on a sustainable
basis. The Chief Minister of Haryana, Shri Manohar Lal Khattar wished the program success and
committed on behalf of the State that Haryana would successfully implement the program with
complete people’s participation.

The guidelines of GOBAR-DHAN scheme were also launched which details of the scheme,
implementation arrangements, financing provisions and roles and responsibilities of the Centre,
State governments, districts and other stakeholders involved in implementation of the scheme.
The IEC strategy for GOBAR-DHAN and successful case studies were also presented and field
visits to bio-gas

plants were also conducted after the launch. The launch was attended by sarpanches from the
project villages, implementing agencies, officers from 14 states and district officers.



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m
crackIAS.com

                                                             <><><><><>

AR/SNC/SD

(Release ID: 1530719) Visitor Counter : 637

Read this release in: Tamil

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.pib.nic.in 2018-05-04

Biggest Airport, after Mumbai, to be developed in Mopa, Goa
Ministry of Civil Aviation

Biggest Airport, after Mumbai, to be developed in Mopa, Goa

Posted On: 02 MAY 2018 5:40PM by PIB Delhi

A joint team of the Airports Authority of India (AAI) and Commerce Logistics Department will visit
Goa on 7th-8thMay 2018 to facilitate the development of cargo hubs at the new airport to be
constructed at Mopa inGoa. The team will meet Goa Chamber of Commerce and Industries to
work together in order to leverage the advantages theState offers in terms of connectivity to the
coastal belt of Western India. The four coastal states in the western part of the country,
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala and Goa, will benefit greatly from the biggest airport, after
Mumbai,to be constructed in Mopa.

 

Union Minister of Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation, Shri Suresh Prabhu had announced
last week that Goa will become a logistics hub of India after a second airport becomes functional
in 2020 in the state.  The two airports in Goa, at Dabolim and Mopa, will help position the State as
a logistic hub.

 

Mopa airport will have the capacity to handle 30 million passengers annually as well as cargo. The
Minister stated that the cargo policy to be announced by the Government of Indiawill help to
contribute 40 % of India’s GDP from global trading. Dabolim airport will also be upgraded with an
investment of about 600 crores.

 

***
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Committed to augmentation of Airport capacity through NABH (Nextgen Airports For Bharat)
Nirman initiative : Suresh Prabhu
Ministry of Civil Aviation

Committed to augmentation of Airport capacity through
NABH (Nextgen Airports For Bharat) Nirman initiative :
Suresh Prabhu

Site Clearance Approval for setting up of Greenfield
International Airport at Purander, Pune granted

In-principle approval accorded to Govt of Uttar Pradesh for
setting up of Noida International Greenfield Airport at Jewar

Posted On: 08 MAY 2018 5:56PM by PIB Delhi

Shri Suresh Prabhu, Minister for Civil Aviation today said that the government is committed to the
building of airport capacity as part of NABH (NextGen Airports for BHarat) Nirman initiative. He
said that the three key aspects of NABH Nirman are (1) fair and equitable land acquisition, (2)
long-term master plan for airport and regional development and (3) balanced economics for all
stakeholders. He said that improving passenger amenities, promoting cargo handling facilities and
early operationalisation of 56 new airports under UDAN scheme will be his focus areas while
simultaneously working on improving regional connectivity and improving passenger services in a
big way.

Accepting the recommendations made by the steering committee on Greenfield Airports,  Sh.
Suresh Prabhu today accorded site clearance approval to the Greenfield International Airport at
Purander, Pune. The Minister also accorded ‘in-principle’ approval to the Government of Uttar
Pradesh for setting up of Noida International Greenfield Airport at the North of Jewar Village, Utta
Pradesh.

One of the conditions of site clearance approval to Pune Greenfield Airport is that the Mahashtra
Airport Development Company Ltd - MADC, the agency executing the project, will try not to close
the existing Pune airport. It will accordingly take up the matter with Ministry of Defence and will try
to make both the airports available for civil use. With the grant of site clearance approval, the
MADC, may proceed with preparation of Techno Economic Feasibility Report and Detailed Project
Report.

MoCA had granted site clearance to the Noida International Greenfield Airport on July 06, 2017.
The U. P. Government appointed Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development Authority (YEIDA)
as the implementing agency on its behalf in October 2017. YEIDA obtained the No Objection
Certificate (NOC) from the Ministry of Defence on January 11, 2018. With the Minister’s approval
today the YEIDA has got in-principle approval for setting up of Noida International Greenfield
Airport at North of Jewar village, Uttar Pradesh.
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Rethinking wind energy

The bald tops of the Western Ghats are a pristine ecosystem replete with innumerable animal
species and, apparently, an abundance of wind and windmills.

As the country tries to achieve an ambitious renewable energy target of 175 GW, windmills have
popped up in at least 65 sq km of forested area, with permissions for another 30 or so sq km still
pending. This isn’t surprising given that India’s potential wind power map envelops the Western
Ghats (from Kerala to Gujarat) and even large parts of the Eastern Ghats.

While this has often led to expressions of concern over the environmental impact — as often in
localised protests or civil action suits — these must be articulated in policy to prevent irrecoverable
changes in the local ecosystem. Global scientific research has also highlighted the impact of
windmills on wildlife. For example, in the first few months of 2018 alone, published papers have
shown that in the Pacific islands, bat activity is as much as 20 times lower in areas with windmills.
In Poland, higher stress levels have been observed among rodents in the windmill areas of Poland
while in Portugal, windmills close to wolf breeding sites are leading to lower breeding rates. And in
Texas, there has been a staggering 77% decrease in redhead ducks in coastal ponds within
windfarms.

The situation may not be different in India. In fact, it may be worse considering the high levels of
biodiversity in every square kilometre of forest. In Rajasthan, for instance, transmission lines and
spinning blades have reportedly led to increasing mortalities of the critically-endangered Great
Indian Bustard. In studies of wind farms from Kutch to Andhra Pradesh, direct collisions have been
reported. In Karnataka, where over 6,000 acres of forest land have been diverted for windmills,
anecdotal evidence suggests that not only birds, but also amphibians and mammals such as
wolves could be affected.

What global research has indicated, and which Indian research is yet to do, is the high indirect
impact on the ecosystem.

At the Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, Maria Thaker and her team have been studying the
fan-throated lizard around windmills. They have observed that apart from birds, even smaller
rodents and mammals avoid these patches due to the constantly whirring turbines. In this
predator-less micro-environment, the lizard population has increased, leading to an increase in
competition and decrease in consumable resources. “The whole aspect of the ecosystem is
changed. The food web is inter-connected, and it is out of whack in these areas,” she says. Only
long-term research can reveal if these changes have led to cascading effects on insects,
vegetation and the soil. Further, construction denudes forests, fragments them through access
roads and transmission lines, and even raises the risk of forest fires.

Currently, the guidelines for wind energy skirt wildlife impact, while the process for forest land
diversion focusses primarily on compensatory afforestation. In some cases, only studies on the
direct impact on bird and bat species are called for. However, any mitigation based solely on direct
collisions cannot prevent the indirect impacts and the jolts to the local ecosystem.

Mohit M. Rao is Principal Correspondent at The Hindu’s Bengaluru bureau
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Zojila tunnel to bring Srinagar, Kargil and Leh closer

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday inaugurated the Zojila tunnel project, which will provide
all-weather connectivity to Srinagar, Kargil and Leh. At 14.15 km, it will be the country’s longest
road tunnel.

The tunnel will cut down the time taken to cross the Zojila pass from the three hours 30 minutes to
15 minutes.

Asia’s longest bidirectional tunnel will be built at a cost of Rs. 6,809 crore. The work is expected to
be completed in five years.

The pass is situated at an altitude of 11,578 ft on the Srinagar-Kargil-Leh National Highway and
remains closed during winter because of heavy snowfall, cutting off the Ladakh region from
Kashmir.

“The Centre and the State government are working together to take the development work
forward. Today alone, there will be inauguration of, or laying of foundation stones for, projects
worth Rs. 25,000 crore. This is a testimony to the Centre’s commitment to the development of the
State,” the Prime Minister said in Leh after unveiling the plaque marking the commencement of the
work on the tunnel.

Mr. Modi said many local people would get employment opportunities during the development of
the tunnel.

Modern features

The tunnel will have a transverse ventilation system, uninterrupted power supply, emergency
lighting, CCTV monitoring, pedestrian cross passages at every 250 metres and emergency
telephones and fire-fighting cabinets at every 125 metres.

Mr. Modi laid the foundation stone for a 42.1-km Srinagar Ring Road and 58.25-km Jammu Ring
Road, which will be built at a cost of Rs. 1,860 crore and Rs. 2,023.87 crore, respectively.
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Arunachal finds place on commercial aviation map

Creating history:The 42-seater Alliance Air flight landing at the Pasighat airport on Monday.PTI  

A wartime airstrip laid 66 years ago helped Arunachal Pradesh create history on Monday by
becoming the last of the eight northeastern States to be on India’s commercial flight service map.

Pasighat airport, too, made it to the record books — as India’s easternmost airport with civilian
operations — when an Alliance Air flight touched down at 2.30 p.m. from Kolkata via Guwahati,
carrying Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu and other passengers.

Pasighat, about 570 km northeast of Guwahati, is the headquarters of East Siang district and the
State’s oldest city. The airport is roughly on 95.33°E longitude, while Mohanbari airport near
Dibrugarh in adjoining Assam, hitherto the easternmost civilian airport, is on 94.91°E longitude.

“Today’s a historic day, ending our long wait for fixed-wing flights. This flight service also
underlines the focus of our government on providing air and road connectivity to the remotest
parts of Arunachal Pradesh,” Mr. Khandu said, after alighting from the 42-seater ATR-42 aircraft.

The Alliance Air flight took off a couple of hours later for Kolkata. Officials of Alliance Air, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Air India, said the near-full flight holds promise for the thrice-a-week service
on the Kolkata-Guwahati-Pasighat circuit, introduced under UDAN, the regional air connectivity
scheme.

Built in 1952

Pasighat airport, one of six operational advance landing grounds (ALGs) in Arunachal Pradesh
primarily for military use, was laid in 1952 but was virtually abandoned after the China-India war in
1962, until the Indian Air Force took it over in 2010. The airport was inaugurated in August 2016
with the landing of a Sukhoi Su-30 fighter jet. A civilian terminal was built in 2017 and a test
landing of Alliance Air’s commercial flight was carried out in April this year.

Arunachal Pradesh is working on a bigger airport at Hollongi near Itanagar. The project is yet to
take off because of land acquisition issues.

On April 27, the UDAN scheme connected Meghalaya’s Umroi airport near State capital Shillong
via an 18-seater Air Deccan flight. Umroi, though, had erratic commercial flight service more than
a decade ago. Air connectivity for Sikkim, too, was opened on March 10 this year when a 70-
seater SpiceJet flight from Kolkata touched down at Pakyong Airport near Gangtok.

Assam is the best air-connected State in the northeast, with Guwahati being the communication
hub. The other civilian airports with commercial flight service are at Dibrugarh, Silchar, Jorhat,
north Lakhimpur and Tezpur. The busiest airports after Guwahati are Imphal and Agartala,
followed by Lengpui near Mizoram’s capital Aizawl, and Nagaland’s commercial hub of Dimapur.
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Ministry of Civil Aviation Notifies Draft Passenger Charter Defining Rights for air Passengers for
Public Consultation
Ministry of Civil Aviation

Ministry of Civil Aviation Notifies Draft Passenger Charter
Defining Rights for air Passengers for Public Consultation

Posted On: 22 MAY 2018 8:46PM by PIB Delhi

Sh. Jayant Sinha, Minister of State for Civil Aviation, today informed that the Draft Passenger
Charter defining rights for air passengers is being notified today for public consultation He was
addressing the media on the various initiatives launched by the Ministry of Civil Aviation to ensure
a hassle-free air travel experience.

The following initiatives are proposed:

1. Passenger Charter: A Draft Passenger Charter defining rights for air passengers is being
notified today for public consultation that will contribute to a hassle-free air travel experience.

If the airline is found to be at fault, passengers will be entitled to the following benefits:

Delays and Cancellations: When flight is expected to be delayed for more than 4 hrs from
the published scheduled time departure or previously revised departure time (communicated
more than 24 hours prior to original scheduled departure time), airlines to offer an option of full
refund of ticket to the passengerWhen delay is more than 24 hrs from published scheduled
time of departure and involves flight to fly on the next day i.e. beyond 0000 hours, passenger
to be offered free-of-charge hotel accommodation (including transfers).Airlines to compensate
passengers for missing connecting flights: If delay more than 3 hours: INR 5,000If delay
between 4 and 12 hours: INR 10,000If delay more than 12 hours: INR 20,000When the flight
is stationed on the tarmac for more than 60 minutes, sufficient and free-of-charge hot
snacks and beverages are to be provided to the passengers, and b) when the flight is
stationed on the tarmac for more than 90 minutes plus no possibility of departure in next 30
minutes, passengers must be de-boardedIn case of flight cancellation and when passenger
is informed of the flight cancellation less than two weeks before and up to 24 hrs of the
scheduled departure time, the airline must offer an alternate flight allowing the passenger to
depart within two hours of the booked scheduled departure time or refund the ticket, as
acceptable to the passenger, and b) in case the passenger is not informed up to 24 hours of
the scheduled departure time, the airlines must refund the full value of the air ticket

●

Compensation: Passenger dies or undergoes bodily injuries onboard an aircraft: Limit
of liability to be paid by the airline must be same for both international and domestic
passengersBaggage lost, delayed, or damaged: a) Limit of liability to be paid by the airline
to be the same for both international and domestic passengers, and b) the minimum
compensation will be as follows:Rs. 3,000 per kg for loss of baggage, Rs. 1,000 per kg for
delay and Rs. 1,000 per kg for damage of baggage

●

Cancellation: In case of ticket cancellation, airline not to levy any additional charge for
correction in name of the same person when name correction is required up to three
characters only and when error in the name spelling is pointed out by the passenger to the

●
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airline within 24 hours of making a reservationCancellation  charges  must be  printed 
prominently  in  the  ticket  itself in a minimum font size of 12 and  not  as  fine  print. This
information must also be provided as part of the reservation and ticket documentation.Under
no circumstance will the airline (including the online or offline  agent) levy cancellation
charges that total more than the basic fare plus fuel surchargePassenger allowed Lock-in
option for 24 hours(after booking ticket) in which the passenger can cancel or amend the
ticket without any additional charges.
Facilities: Airlines to have seats that are designated as acceptable for persons with
disabilities free of charge, which will remain blocked until close to the time of departureAll
airports must provide the following medical facilities at the airport: Medical doctor – available
at all hours the airport is operational, Ambulance, minimum medical support (including oxygen
cylinders and defibrillators), trained medical personnel, Standard Operating Procedures to
care for medical emergencies for both inbound and outbound passengersAirports must
provide meet-and-greet facilities for all passengersAirports must provide toilets outside
departure and arrival terminalsAirports/ airlines must provide minimum one Helpdesk for
passengersAirports must provide passengers with free 30-minutes Wi-Fi servicesAirports
must provide affordable F&B outlets

●

All the above rights are over and above the ones that exist currently. The consultation process
or public consultation will be open for 30 days from today and we expect to notify changes in 2
months. We will actively seek inputs from all stakeholders.

●

2. DigiYatra:An industry-led initiative coordinated by the Ministry of Civil Aviation in line with the
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s Digital India vision to transform the nation into a
digitally empowered society, DigiYatra aims to transform the flying experience for passengers and
position Indian Aviation amongst the most innovative aviation networks in the world. The
passenger will have choice to opt for the facility. Key features are:

Digitize air-travel experience: Use of digital technology for enhanced and seamless
passenger experience all the way from ticket booking to airport entry check, security check
and aircraft boarding

●

Single-point verification: Passengers enrol in to DigiYatra program through AirSewa, and a
DigiYatra verified passenger gets hassle free entry at airport through E-Gates. The ID
verification will be done by the BCAS-approved Government ID. At the entry gate a single
token for the passenger is created.

●

Value-added services: like ground transportation, special services at airport, in-flight, etc.
and many other value added services for passengers in future will also be delivered through
the DigiYatra programme.

●

Enhanced security: The programme also enhances security while providing convenience to
the passenger

●

Technical Standards formulated: Ministry of Civil Aviation has finalized the technical
standards for DigiYatra which will be published shortly. Airports such as Bangalore,
Hyderabad, Kolkata, Varanasi and Vijayawada will roll out this programme in phases by
January 2019.

●

3. AirSewa app: AirSewa app brings together all the stakeholders on a common platform to
ensure timely and effective handling of customer grievances and to disseminate real-time data.

AirSewa v1.5 to be launched by July 2018●

Registered Traveller Program - Registration of DigiYatra ID●

Redesigned Mobile App and Web application for AirSewa including UI/UX refresh to make●



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

it service friendly
Social Media Login enabled that allows users of Facebook and Google to access AirSewa●

Grievance Reporting on Social Media platformssuch as Twitter and Facebook using
AirSewa

●

Comprehensive FAQs and Chat-bot interface●

Updated Flight Status and Flight Schedule Information●

Information on facilities and services available across all airports in India●

Ability to update the airport information content and publish approved content to Mobile
and Web app

●

4. Wi-Fi Connectivity in Flights:

Both domestic and international airlines are allowed to offer internet services and mobile
services on-board an aircraft in Indian airspace provided certain security requirements are
met: Internet services can be provided from the moment a plane takes off and personal
electronic devices (PED) have to be put on flight modeMobile services can be allowed only
when an aircraft is over an altitude of 3,000 metres

●

All approvals have been recently provided and now interested stakeholders need to apply for
licenses and regulatory clearances.

●

These initiatives have emerged after comprehensive discussions with all stakeholders and
players.Improving the passenger air travel experience is a vitally important goal for the Ministry of
Civil Aviation. In combination, these initiatives seek to provide safe, comfortable and delightful air
travel experience to the passengers

RJ/SB

(Release ID: 1533090) Visitor Counter : 193

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.thehindu.com 2018-05-26

Model law for contract farming

After two drafts that received wide criticism from both industry and farmers groups, Agriculture
Minister Radha Mohan Sharma released the model law on Tuesday. The law is aimed at reducing
farmers’ risks by creating an assured market for their produce at a pre-agreed price, while
encouraging investment from agribusiness and food processing industries by enhancing
productivity and cost efficiency. It provides for State-level boards to be set-up to promote and
facilitate — rather than regulate — contract farming, and sets out a framework for registering and
recording agreements. It also provides for a dispute settlement authority. The model law stipulates
that the sponsor will not be allowed to build any permanent structure on the farmers’ land.

“In India, 86% of farmers fall into the small and marginal category,” said Ashok Dalwai, CEO,
National Rainfed Area Authority, who chaired the committee that drafted the model law. “The
average farm size is 1.15 hectares, so there is no efficiency of scale.” While collectivisation would
improve efficiency, consolidation of farm lands is not possible under the Indian system, he said.
“Instead, the produce of farmers needs to be aggregated,” he explained.
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Cabinet approves new policy for biofuels

The policy allows use of sugarcane and other raw material for ethanol production.AFP  

The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved a national policy on biofuels that seeks to not only
help farmers dispose of their surplus stock in an economic manner but also reduce India’s oil-
import dependence.

“The policy expands the scope of raw material for ethanol production by allowing use of sugarcane
juice, sugar containing materials like sugar beet, sweet sorghum, starch containing materials like
corn, cassava, damaged food grains like wheat, broken rice, rotten potatoes [that are] unfit for
human consumption for ethanol production,” the government said in a release.

“Farmers are at a risk of not getting appropriate price for their produce during the surplus
production phase,” the release added. “Taking this into account, the policy allows use of surplus
food grains for production of ethanol for blending with petrol with the approval of National Biofuel
Coordination Committee.”

The policy also provides for a viability gap funding scheme of Rs. 5,000 crore in six years for
second generation (more advanced) ethanol bio-refineries in addition to tax incentives and a
higher purchase price as compared to first generation biofuels.

“One crore litres of E10 [petrol with 9-10% ethanol blended in it] saves Rs. 28 crore of forex at
current rates,” the government said. “The ethanol supply year 2017-18 is likely to see a supply of
around 150 crore litres of ethanol which will result in savings of over Rs. 4,000 crore of forex.”

The release added that one crore litres of E10 saves reduces carbon dioxide emissions by about
20,000 tonnes.

“For the ethanol supply year 2017-18, there will be lesser emissions of CO2 to the tune of 30 lakh
tonnes,” it said. “By reducing crop burning and conversion of agricultural residues/wastes to
biofuels there will be further reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.”

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.pib.nic.in 2018-05-26

Cabinet approves National Policy on Biofuels - 2018
Cabinet

Cabinet approves National Policy on Biofuels - 2018

Posted On: 16 MAY 2018 3:25PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved National
Policy on Biofuels – 2018.

Salient Features:

The Policy categorises biofuels as "Basic Biofuels" viz. First Generation (1G) bioethanol &
biodiesel and "Advanced Biofuels" - Second Generation (2G) ethanol, Municipal Solid Waste
(MSW) to drop-in fuels, Third Generation (3G) biofuels, bio-CNG etc. to enable extension of
appropriate financial and fiscal incentives under each category.

i.

The Policy expands the scope of raw material for ethanol production by allowing use of
Sugarcane Juice, Sugar containing materials like Sugar Beet, Sweet Sorghum, Starch
containing materials like Corn, Cassava, Damaged food grains like wheat, broken rice,
Rotten Potatoes, unfit for human consumption for ethanol production.

ii.

Farmers are at a risk of not getting appropriate price for their produce during the surplus
production phase. Taking this into account, the Policy allows use of surplus food grains for
production of ethanol for blending with petrol with the approval of National Biofuel
Coordination Committee.

iii.

With a thrust on Advanced Biofuels, the Policy indicates a viability gap funding scheme for
2G ethanol Bio refineries of Rs.5000 crore in 6 years in addition to additional tax incentives,
higher purchase price as compared to 1G biofuels.

iv.

The Policy encourages setting up of supply chain mechanisms for biodiesel production from
non-edible oilseeds, Used Cooking Oil, short gestation crops.

v.

Roles and responsibilities of all the concerned Ministries/Departments with respect to
biofuels has been captured in the Policy document to synergise efforts.

vi.

Expected Benefits:

Reduce Import Dependency: One crore lit of E10 saves Rs.28 crore of forex at current rates.
The ethanol supply year 2017-18 is likely to see a supply of around 150 crore litres of ethanol
which will result in savings of over Rs.4000 crore of forex.

●

Cleaner Environment: One crore lit of E-10 saves around 20,000 ton of CO2 emissions. For
the ethanol supply year 2017-18, there will be lesser emissions of CO2 to the tune of 30 lakh
ton. By reducing crop burning & conversion of agricultural residues/wastes to biofuels there
will be further reduction in Green House Gas emissions.

●

Health benefits: Prolonged reuse of Cooking Oil for preparing food, particularly in deep-frying
is a potential health hazard and can lead to many diseases. Used Cooking Oil is a potential
feedstock for biodiesel and its use for making biodiesel will prevent diversion of used cooking
oil in the food industry.

●

MSW Management: It is estimated that, annually 62 MMT of Municipal Solid Waste gets
generated in India. There are technologies available which can convert waste/plastic, MSW to
drop in fuels. One ton of such waste has the potential to provide around 20% of drop in fuels.

●
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Infrastructural Investment in Rural Areas: It is estimated that, one 100klpd bio refinery will
require around Rs.800 crore capital investment. At present Oil Marketing Companies are in
the process of setting up twelve 2G bio refineries with an investment of around Rs.10,000
crore. Further addition of 2G bio refineries across the Country will spur infrastructural
investment in the rural areas.

●

Employment Generation: One 100klpd 2G bio refinery can contribute 1200 jobs in Plant
Operations, Village Level Entrepreneurs and Supply Chain Management.

●

Additional Income to Farmers: By adopting 2G technologies, agricultural residues/waste
which otherwise are burnt by the farmers can be converted to ethanol and can fetch a price for
these waste if a market is developed for the same. Also, farmers are at a risk of not getting
appropriate price for their produce during the surplus production phase. Thus conversion of
surplus grains and agricultural biomass can help in price stabilization.

●

Background:

In order to promote biofuels in the country, a National Policy on Biofuels was made by Ministry of
New and Renewable Energy during the year 2009. Globally, biofuels have caught the attention in
last decade and it is imperative to keep up with the pace of developments in the field of biofuels.
Biofuels in India are of strategic importance as it augers well with the ongoing initiatives of the
Government such as Make in India, Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, Skill Development and offers great
opportunity to integrate with the ambitious targets of doubling of Farmers Income, Import
Reduction, Employment Generation, Waste to Wealth Creation. Biofuels programme in India has
been largely impacted due to the sustained and quantum non-availability of domestic feedstock for
biofuel production which needs to be addressed.

 

****

AKT/VBA/SH

(Release ID: 1532264) Visitor Counter : 896
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Cabinet approves Corpus for Micro Irrigation Fund with NABARD under Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Sinchayee Yojana
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)

Cabinet approves Corpus for Micro Irrigation Fund with
NABARD under Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana

Posted On: 16 MAY 2018 3:24PM by PIB Delhi

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi
today has approved an initial Corpus of Rs.5,000 crore for setting up of a dedicated “Micro
Irrigation Fund” (MIF) with NABARD under Pradhan MantriKrishiSinchayeeYojana (PMKSY). 

 

Details:

The allocation of Rs. 2,000 crore and Rs. 3,000 crore will be utilised during 2018-19 and
2019-20 respectively. NABARD will extend the loan to State Governments during this period. 
Borrowings from NABARD shall be paid back in 7 years including the grace period of two
years.

●

The lending rate under MIF has been proposed at 3% lower than the cost of raising the fund
by NABARD.

●

This cost shall be met from the ongoing scheme of PMKSY-PDMC by amending the existing
guidelines

●

The total financial implication on interest subvention comes to about Rs 750 crore.●

 

Benefits:

The dedicated Micro Irrigation Fund would supplement the efforts of Per Drop More Crop
Component (PDMC) of Pradhan MantriKrishiSinchayeeYojana in an effective and timely
manner.

●

With the additional investment for micro irrigation accessing MIF, innovative composite/
commodity/ community/ cluster based micro irrigation projects/ proposals may bringabout 10
lakh ha.

●

The Fund will facilitate States to mobilise resources for theirinitiatives, including additional (top
up subsidy) in implementation of PMKSY-PDMC toachieve the annual target of about 2 Million
ha/year during the remaining period of 14thFinance Commission under Per Drop More Crop
Component of PMKSY as recommended by the Group of Secretaries.

●

 

Implementation Strategy and targets:

 

States may access MIF for innovative integrated projects, including projects in the Public Private
Partnership (PPP) mode and also for incentivizing micro irrigation through an additional (top up)
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subsidy over and above the one available under PMKSY-PDMC Guidelines and for covering
additional areas. It should not be a substitute for State's share in PMKSY-PDMC.

 

Farmers Producers Organization (FPO)/Cooperatives/State Level Agencies can also access the
funds with State Government Guarantee or equivalent collateral. Farmers Co-operatives may
access this fund for innovative cluster based Community Irrigation Projects.

 

An Advisory Committee to provide policy direction and ensure effective planning, coordination and
monitoring along with a Steering Committee for examining and approving the Projects/proposals
from State Governments (total cost, eligible loan amount to the State and phasing), coordination
and monitoring to ensure time bound implementation of the assisted projects/proposals within
approved cost and phasing is proposed to be constituted.

 

Coverage:

The approval shall have Pan India coverage. With the operation of MIF, it is expected that the
States which are lagging behind in adoption of Micro Irrigation would also be encouraged to take
advantage of the fund for incentivizing farmers as being done by the good performing States.
Besides, community driven and innovative projects to be taken up by the States would bring
additional coverage of Micro Irrigation.

 

Rationale:

The Task Force on Micro Irrigation had estimated a potential of 69.5 m ha under micro irrigation,
whereas the area covered so far is only about 10 m. ha (14%). Further, the Group of Secretaries,
2017, emphasized on target of 10 million ha under micro irrigation over the next 5 years, which
would require an additional annual coverage of about 1 million ha compared to the present pace of
implementation. This can be accomplished by effective utilization of the resources of both PMKSY-
PDMC and MIF in any or both of the following manner:

To facilitate the States in mobilising the resources for expanding coverage of Micro Irrigation
by taking up special and innovative projects

●

To incentivise micro irrigation beyond the provisions available under PMKSY-PDMC to
encourage farmers to install micro irrigation systems

●

AKT/VBA/SH

(Release ID: 1532263) Visitor Counter : 376
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the PRS Blog » Food Processing Infrastructure in India

Recently, there have been reports of price crashes and distress sales in case of farm produce,
such as tomatoes, mangoes, and garlic.  In some cases, farmers have dumped their produce on
roads.  Produce such as fruits and vegetables are perishable and therefore have a short shelf life. 
Further, due to inadequate storage facilities and poor food processing infrastructure farmers have
limited options but to sell the produce at prevailing market prices.  This can lead to distress sales
or roadside discards (in some cases to avoid additional cost of transportation).

Food processing allows raw food to be stored, marketed, or preserved for consumption later.  For
instance, raw agricultural produce such as fruits may be processed into juices, jams, and pickles. 
Activities such as waxing (for preservation), packaging, labelling, or ripening of produce also form
part of the food processing industry.

Between 2001-02 and 2016-17, production of food grains grew annually at 1.7% on average. 
Production of horticulture crops surpassed food grains with an average growth rate of 4.8%.  While
production has been increasing over the years, surplus produce tends to go waste at various
stages such as procurement, storage, and processing due to lack of infrastructure such as cold
storages and food processing units.

Source: Horticulture Statistics at a Glance 2017, Union
Budget 2018-19; PRS.

 

Losses high among perishables such as fruits and vegetables

Crop losses ranged between 7-16% among fruits and around 5% among cereals in 2015.  The
highest losses were witnessed in case of guava, followed by mango, which are perishable fruits. 
Perishables such as fruits and vegetables are more prone to losses as compared to cereals.  Such
crop losses can occur during operations such as harvesting, thrashing, grading, drying, packaging,
transportation, and storage depending upon the commodity.

It was estimated that the annual value of harvest and post-harvest losses of major agricultural
products at the national level was Rs 92,651 crore in 2015.  The Standing Committee on
Agriculture (2017) stated that such wastage can be reduced with adequate food processing
facilities.
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Sources: Annual Report 2016-17, Ministry of Food
Processing Industries; PRS.

 

Inadequate food processing infrastructure

As previously discussed, perishables such as fruits and vegetables are more prone to damages as
compared to cereals.  Due to inadequate processing facilities in close proximity, farmers may be
unable to hold their produce for a long time.  Hence, they may be forced to sell their produce soon
after harvest, irrespective of the prevailing market situations.  Expert committees have
recommended that agri-logistics such as cold chain infrastructure and market linkages should be
strengthened.

Cold chain infrastructure: Cold chain infrastructure includes processing units, cold storages, and
refrigerated vans.  As of 2014, out of a required cold storage capacity of 35 million metric tonnes
(MT), almost 90% (31.8 million MT) of the capacity was available (see Table 1).  However, cold
storage needs to be coupled with logistical support to facilitate smooth transfer of harvested value
from farms to distant locations.  This includes: (i) pack-houses for packaging and preparing fresh
produce for long distance transport, (ii) refrigerated transport such as reefer vehicles, and (iii)
ripening chambers to ripen raw produce before marketing.  For instance, bananas which are
harvested raw may be ripened in these chambers before being marketed.

While there are sufficient cold storages, there are wide gaps in the availability of other associated
infrastructure.  This implies that even though almost 90% (32 million tonnes) of cold storage
capacity is available, only 15% of the required refrigerated transport exists.  Further, the shortfall in
the availability of infrastructure necessary for safe handling of farm produce, like pack-houses and
ripening chambers, is over 90%.

Table 1:  Gaps in cold chain infrastructure (2014)

Facility Required
Availabl
e

Gap % gap

Cold storage
(in million MT)

35.1 31.8 3.2 9.3%

Pack-houses 70,080 249 69,831 99.6%

Reefer
vehicles

61,826 9,000 52,826 85.4%

Ripening
chambers

9,131 812 8,319 91.1%

Source: Standing Committee on Agriculture 2018; PRS.
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To minimise post-harvest losses, the Standing Committee (2017) recommended that a country-
wide integrated cold chain infrastructure network at block and district levels should be created.  It
further recommended that a Cold Chain Coordination and Monitoring Committee should be
constituted at the district-level.  The Standing Committee also recommended that farmers need to
be trained in value addition activities such as sorting, grading, and pre-cooling harvested produce
through facilities such as freezers and ripening chambers.

Between 2008 and 2017, 238 cold chain projects were sanctioned under the Scheme for
Integrated Cold Chain and Value Addition Infrastructure.  Grants worth Rs 1,775 crore were
approved for these projects.  Of this amount, Rs 964 crore (54%) has been released as of January
2018.  Consequently, out of the total projects sanctioned, 114 (48%) are completed.  The
remaining 124 projects are currently under implementation.

Transport Facilities:  Currently, majority of food grains and certain quantities of tea, potato, and
onion are transported through railways.  The Committee on Doubling Farmers Income had
recommended that railways needs to upgrade its logistics to facilitate the transport of fresh
produce directly to export hubs.  This includes creation of adjoining facilities for loading and
unloading, and distribution to road transport.

Mega Food Parks: The Mega Food Parks scheme was launched in 2008.  It seeks to facilitate
setting up of food processing units.  These units are to be located at a central processing centre
with infrastructure required for processing, packaging, quality control labs, and trade facilitation
centres.

As of March 2018, out of the 42 projects approved, 10 were operational.  The Standing Committee
on Agriculture noted certain reasons for delay in implementation of projects under the scheme. 
These include: (i) difficulty in getting loans from banks for the project, (ii) delay in obtaining
clearances from the state governments and agencies for roads, power, and water at the project
site, (iii) lack of special incentives for setting up food processing units in Mega Food Parks, and
(iv) unwillingness of the co-promoters in contributing their share of equity.

Further, the Standing Committee stated that as the scheme requires a minimum area of 50 acres,
it does not to promote smaller or individual food processing and preservation units.  It
recommended that smaller agro-processing clusters near production areas must be promoted. 
The Committee on Doubling Farmers Income recommended establishment of processing and
value addition units at strategic places.  This includes rural or production areas for pulses, millets,
fruits, vegetables, dairy, fisheries, and poultry in public private-partnership mode.
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Creating jobs for women in the renewable energy sector

Illustration: K.B. Jawahar  

India can increase its GDP by up to 60% by 2025 by enabling more women to participate in its
workforce, a 2015 study by the McKinsey Global Institute had stated. However, social and cultural
constraints can prevent this from becoming a reality. Many women who work outside home still
have primary household and parenting responsibilities that need to be balanced with their work
life.

Studies estimate that India’s ambitious target of achieving 175 GW of renewable energy (RE) by
2022 could create 3,30,000 jobs in the wind and solar energy sectors alone. Can this rapidly
growing industry create jobs and entrepreneurial opportunities for women? And can these
opportunities provide better salaries and health-care benefits, skilling and training opportunities,
and enhance the quality of life for women and their families? What can decision-makers — in
government and in the private sector — do to support the inclusion of more women in this growing
sector?

Low participation of women

The problem and the opportunity are both clear. According to the World Bank, more than 270
million Indians live in poverty. Further, studies by the International Energy Agency, an autonomous
intergovernmental organisation, show that about 240 million people lack basic electricity services.
The government has committed to installing 175 GW of RE by 2022. Several of these installations
will be in rural areas, where a large number of the poor live. Can the new RE projects be planned
in a manner that also creates good quality jobs for women in these areas?

Stop this jobs charade: on India's unemployment problem

Currently, India’s RE industry sector, as with other sectors, has low participation of women. India
ranks a poor 120 among 131 countries on female labour force participation, according to World
Bank data. A majority of women currently employed in the RE sector work at project sites, doing
civil masonry work, which is temporary and labour-intensive with little potential for future growth.
Moreover, the working conditions on many sites are not always suitable for women as they are
devoid of safety and support systems.

Where there is a need for more skilled or semi-skilled labour, fewer women can respond due to
existing barriers to formal education and training. Technical training institutes do not admit
applicants who have not graduated Class 12. And even where they meet the prerequisite for
admission into training institutes, the institutes tend to be located in towns and cities, making it
difficult for rural women to effectively participate, especially when they are also expected to carry
out other household responsibilities. Consequently, there are very few women in production,
facilities, and operations and maintenance roles in the RE sector.

Tweaking the existing system

So, what will it take for women from poorer and rural communities to access jobs in the RE sector?
In a recent study, we found that jobs in the RE sector can impact poverty, provided several
“tweaks” are made to the existing systems. Particularly with the growth of the decentralised RE
and off-grid energy sector, there is significant potential to include local women in the workforce.
Overall, the study concluded that if the government, clean energy enterprises, training institutes
and civil society work together to implement these “tweaks”, India could create good-quality
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employment opportunities that can support the inclusion of more women. But such interventions
need to be designed with women at the centre and not as an afterthought.

India must create 8.1 million jobs annually, says World Bank report

Training institutes could reduce the bar on entry, allowing for less formally educated women to
learn new skills and receive training. Training should be customised to respect specific needs like
location, hours of engagement, safety and sanitation. Mobile training modules that can cater to
small groups of women in remote areas can be developed. Training institutes and civil society
organisations should collaborate and strengthen connections with clean energy enterprises to help
trained women secure employment. This sensitisation to women’s specific needs can help
increase participation of women in the RE workforce. If the public and private sectors come
together to bring such jobs to women, particularly in poorer communities, India’s transition to clean
energy could also improve the quality of life for women and their families.

Pamli Deka and Bharath Jairaj work with the energy programme and the governance centre at the
World Resources Institute
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Easy Financing Models Being Worked Upon to Promote Private Participation in Developing Inland
Waterways
Ministry of Shipping

Easy Financing Models Being Worked Upon to Promote
Private Participation in Developing Inland Waterways

Posted On: 11 MAY 2018 7:25PM by PIB Delhi

            The Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) will involve banks for ensuring availability
of financing options for the private players engaged in Inland Water Transport (IWT) sector.
Financing and funding for Operation and Maintenance of IWT assets is a challenge for shippers,
vessel operators and asset management firms as the banking sector is not yet ready with any
customized financing option for the sector.

            Addressing the day-long Stakeholders Conference on Emerging Business opportunities in
Inland Water Transport Sectorwas organized by IWAI at New Delhi,the IWAI chairperson Smt.
NutanGuha Biswas said that the banking finance is needed for the emerging business
opportunities that private players are inclined to be involved with.Smt. Biswas said that lots of
investment are being done to develop the waterway sector which is going to complement railways
and roadways and we have started working on eight new National Waterways, in addition to five
others on which work had been on in full swing.

            Shri Rajat Sachar, Advisor in the Ministry of Shipping, sought recommendations from
private players for policy changes to make Inland water transport a vibrant sector. Referring to the
Jal Marg Vikas Project being implemented between Varanasi and Haldia on river Ganga, he said,
the government has decided to invest Rs 5369 crore on one National Waterway. He also appealed
to the financial institutions to offer products for private sector investment in IWT sector where
annual government funding has increased by 12 times in the last 4 years.

            The MD&CEO of theBank of Baroda Shri PS Jayakumar said that banks can provide
flexible scheme for financing, like providing the moratorium period for loans on existing as well as
the new projects.He added that issue of bonds can be the alternative source for long-term loan
capital financing ship-owners. 

            The Government is developing National Waterways as a key transport intervention, as part
of an integrated transport network strategy, which will help correct the transport modal mix that
imposes huge logistics costs on the Indian economy. At present the cost of logistics in India, at 15
per cent of GDP, are about twice those in the United States.
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The IWAI chairperson Smt. NutanGuha Biswas and other senior officials at the
workshop
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In a state of energy poverty: on the goal of 100% electrification 

There is now 100% village electrification in India, an important milestone in the country’s
development trajectory. At the time of Independence, while the major global economies were
completing electrification, India inherited what K. Santhanam, a member of the Constituent
Assembly, called a ‘virgin field for electrification’. In response to the regional imbalances in
electrical development, led largely by the private sector, the Constituent Assembly set the ground
for public sector-led electrification in the country. But despite dedicated public agencies, a planned
approach, a sustained political mandate and continued public spending by the Centre and States,
India has been considerably slow in reaching the milestone.

Another important turnaround came last year when India claimed to be a net surplus and exporter
of electricity (a scenario projected to continue for at least a decade). But do these developments
mark an end to India’s energy poverty?

India continues to harbour energy poverty; 31 million rural households and about five million urban
households are still to be connected to the grid — the highest in any single country. At the same
time, a significant portion of connected rural households is yet to get adequate quantity and quality
of supply. The Central government has set itself an ambitious target of connecting all remaining
households by the end of March 2019 and made budgetary allocations to cover the cost of
electrification. As part of a Centre-State joint initiative on 24×7 ‘Power for All’, State governments
have already committed to ensuring round-the-clock supply to all households from April 2019. The
aspiration for access to clean, reliable and affordable power for all is not free from barriers and
fallibility.

Subnational endeavours and the Centre’s pump priming seem to have addressed the regional
imbalances in electrical development which concerned India’s early planners. But regional
imbalances in electricity access have persisted. Seven States (Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Odisha,
Jharkhand, Assam, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh) account for 90% of un-electrified
households. Coincidentally, these States are ranked poorly in social development indices and
house about two-thirds of the population living below the poverty line. This concurrence between
economic poverty and energy poverty will be a barrier to the goal of universal access.

Cost factor

Who pays for the cost of supply will also be a critical driver. Electricity distribution companies
(discoms) in these seven States are already highly indebted, accounting for 42% of accumulated
debts of all discoms as on March 2016. Their debts account for 17% of accumulated liabilities of
the States. Despite continued State subvention (except by Odisha), all these discoms have been
consistently running at a loss, accounting for about 47% of the loss in electricity distribution
business. State government subventions amounted to 10% of their cumulative gross fiscal deficit
in 2015-16 and accounted for 40% of total subvention from all States. The losses of these discoms
after subsidy add up to 19% of their gross fiscal deficits in the year. The fiscal space of these
States and discoms seems to be constrained to accommodate additional subsidy. On the other
hand, existing subsidised lifeline tariffs in these States appear unaffordable to the poor and
certainly higher than in States with universal (or high) access. Had it been otherwise, households
would have been connected as villages got supply.

Given the context, it is uncertain whether the goal of electrifying all ‘willing households’ by March
2019 would translate into universal access to electricity. The assumption that a waiver of the
connection charge and easing the connection process (but with no further rebate on lifeline tariffs)
will make poor households willing to take up electricity connection is questionable.
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Challenges in distribution

The other major challenge is from distribution network capacity. Electrification in India has followed
an approach of expansion, often driven by political considerations, without much emphasis on
capacity augmentation and making the grid future ready. As a result, the distribution infrastructure
is overburdened, as the demand has grown, causing a high level of technical losses and frequent
breakdowns. The distribution network capacity in several States is inadequate to carry available
electricity. Subsequently, discoms have been resorting to load shedding while their contracted
generation capacities are underutilised. Adding new load to the existing fragile distribution network
will only compromise the quality and reliability of supply. It could result in continued blackouts for
the rural poor during peak hours.

State strategy documents on 24×7 ‘Power for All’ highlight the need and quantum of augmentation
required in distribution network capacity. While the Central government has come up with multiple
schemes with budgetary allocations since 2001, the available funding support has been short of
the growing requirement. Moreover, many States have failed to utilise the limited funding. Current
allocations under the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana (DDUGJY) and Integrated Power
Development Scheme (IPDS), to augment rural and urban distribution networks, respectively, are
only a fraction of the requirement. Moreover, disbursement of these grants has been much slower,
17% under DDUGJY and 31% under IPDS, reflecting sluggish implementation.

Low achievement of earlier electrification schemes has often been blamed on incompatibility and a
lack of cooperation between the Centre and States. Given that six of the seven low access States
as well as the Centre are run by a single political party (and allies), there seems to be a strong
political consensus on the goal of universal access. Will this consensus translate into a
sustainable political mandate, lasting beyond the political battle of 2019? Will power flow in
villages? Will newly connected households stay plugged into the grid? It will depend on the ability
of the Centre and States to generate required capital investments, timely upgradations in
transmission and distribution networks and covering the costs of servicing less remunerative
loads. Until then, the volume of dark homes (in absolute numbers) in a fully-wired country may
remain as big as it was in the virgin field for electrification.

Ashwini K. Swain is executive director at Centre for Energy, Environment & Resources, New Delhi
and a visiting fellow at Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi

Receive the best of The Hindu delivered to your inbox everyday!

Please enter a valid email address.

When a child faces brutality, in or outside the family, society’s contract with its own spirit is violated

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

www.thehindu.com 2018-05-28

A year on, UDAN is yet to soar

The promise of cheap flights between smaller cities still eludes many. A year since the Centre
unveiled the regional air connectivity scheme (RCS) with the aim to connect tier-2 and tier-3 cities
and make flying affordable for the masses, a mere 15% or 70 of the total 453 routes awarded to
various airline and helicopter operators have taken off.

None of the 75 helicopter routes connecting hilly terrain and islands have commenced yet.
According to an official of Pawan Hans, the nodal body for overseeing helicopter operations under
the RCS, it has identified close to 50 sites for helipads and development work may take 3-6
months to finish. These routes were awarded in January and there is a deadline of six months to
start operations.

According to official sources in the Ministry of Civil Aviation, of the 56 unserved airports that the
government planned to add to the aviation map in a year, only 16 are ready, and 10 of the 25
under-served airports have been developed.

Two rounds over

Two rounds of bidding have ended for routes under the scheme, also known as Ude Desh Ka Aam
Nagrik (UDAN), in the past year. Operators are offered a subsidy by the Centre and the State
governments to keep airfares low.

Airlines have to set aside half the total seats in an aircraft at a discounted rate of Rs. 2,500 each
per hour of flight and helicopters need to offer a maximum of 13 seats for Rs. 2,500 each per 30
minutes of flight. Operators get exclusive rights to fly on a route for three years, to protect them
from competition.

In March last year, after the first round of bidding, five operators were awarded 128 routes, which
had to be opened by September-end. A year later, less than half of these routes are operational.

While established players such as Air India subsidiary Alliance Air, budget carrier SpiceJet and
regional airline TruJet have been able to deliver on most or all the routes awarded to them, smaller
players like Air Odisha and Air Deccan, which won 65% of the routes, have only been able to
service less than 15% of the total routes awarded in round one. Air Odisha has commenced flights
on eight of the 50 routes it was awarded and Air Deccan has started flying in 10 of 34 it won.

While we are two months away from the deadline to start operations for routes awarded in the
second round, three of 15 operators have commenced services on 10 routes of the total 325
routes awarded. Jet Airways and IndiGo have announced that they will be starting flights on some
of the routes in June and July, respectively.

In fact, smaller players like Air Odisha and Air Deccan have struggled to raise sufficient capital for
their operations, hire trained manpower and lease planes, and have slowed down the
implementation of the scheme. The two started their operations with a combined fleet of four 19-
seater Beechcraft B-1900D aircraft.

Sources in the Ministry of Civil Aviation said their services had been irregular, often due to lack of
trained pilots or when the few planes they have were grounded due to technical issues. The
cancellation rates of flights for Air Odisha and Air Deccan have been as high has 80% for some of
the months.
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Another senior ministry official said, “When we started the UDAN scheme, we kept entry barriers
low to attract more players. But there is always a downside that they will take time to build efficient
operations. We recognise them as weak players and handhold them with regulatory procedures.”

So, the success of the scheme largely depends on interest from bigger players such as IndiGo,
SpiceJet and Jet Airways. Significantly, SpiceJet and IndiGo have not sought any government
subsidy for most of their routes.

“With commitments by IndiGo, SpiceJet, Jet Airways and Alliance, RCS is finally gaining traction,”
according to aviation think tank CAPA in a report on its India outlook. “But there is little or no
business case for small, independent operators without scale, operating older equipment on
routes dispersed across multiple stations.”

It remains to be seen whether little-known carriers allotted routes in the second round, such as
Ghodavat, Pinnancle Air, Meh Air, Zoom Air, Turbo Aviation and AAA Aviation, will be able to
deliver.

Infrastructure problems

Infrastructure constraints, too, have checked the pace of implementation of the scheme. Forty
unserved and 15 underserved airports are not ready yet for operations. Some airports owned by
State governments and private players have been hesitant in participating as there is little for them
to gain with RCS flights exempt from paying landing and parking charges and States required to
provide land, security and fire services free of cost.

“Many airports in round two are unserved [ie where no operations exist] and it is difficult to start
flights there because virtually nothing exists there. For example, the airport at Darbhanga is
operated by Indian Air Force, where the runway is capable of handling only IAF jets and not
commercial aircraft like a Q400. To strengthen the runway, we need to lay concrete, which
requires two watering seasons; it will take at least 18 months for it to be ready. There is a lot of
capital also required for investment at these airports,” Chairman, Airports Authority of India,
Guruprasad Mohapatra told The Hindu .

On the other hand, bigger airports have struggled to allocate slots for RCS flights. In Phase I,
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport and Mumbai’s Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport
could grant only half of the 20 slots sought from each of them by the Ministry. Severe capacity
limitations meant that in Phase II, no slots were granted for RCS operations by these two airports
and airlines were told to use their existing slots at these cities.

Silver lining

However, there may be a silver lining: many routes have seen a steady rise in the number of
passengers, though there are still pockets such as those in the northeast which are yet to
generate any interest in travellers.

“The cumulative average of seat occupancy on our routes has increased from 55% to 70% in a
year,” said Senthil Raja, head, commercial, TruJet. “The routes we are operating in didn’t have
any flights earlier and we have seen demand picking up.” Alliance Air CEO C.S. Subbiah said,
“The routes we started last year under UDAN-1 have begun to stabilise.” He, however, added
yields or revenue per passenger per mile are still low as demand was cyclical and airlines were
not able to increase fares for seats not covered by the scheme.

Another airline executive said, on condition of anonymity, “Because of RCS you have no
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competition; you can work with a pricing model and develop a route. That is a great thing... you
are protected from competitive pressures. [Demand] can be generated by developing capacities
and stimulating the market [with] a good pricing strategy,” the official said.

Yields are low as demand is cyclical; airlines are unable to raise fares for non-UDAN seats

C.S. Subbiah

CEO, Alliance Air
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Policy on biofuels: Green push?

At a time when rising oil prices are putting increasing pressure on the economy, even small steps
to encourage the use of biofuels are welcome. The Cabinet this month approved a National Policy
on Biofuels, which encourages the generation and use of biofuels such as ethanol. It primarily tries
to address supply-side issues that have discouraged the production of biofuels within the country.
For one, it allows for a wider variety of raw materials to be used as inputs to produce ethanol that
is blended with petrol. Until now, only ethanol produced from sugarcane was approved for this
purpose. Under the new policy, feedstock for biofuels includes sugar beet, corn, damaged
foodgrain, potatoes, even municipal solid waste. This will likely reduce the cost of producing
biofuels and improve affordability for consumers, particularly during times when oil prices reach
discomforting levels. In India, industrial-scale availability of ethanol so far has been only from
sugar factories, which were free to divert it to other users such as alcohol producers, who would
pay more. The oil companies have been floating tenders for ethanol supply, but availability lags
behind their needs, because the price is often not attractive enough for the sugar industry. The
Centre hopes the new policy will also benefit farmers, who will be able to sell various types of
agricultural waste to industry at remunerative prices. But given the technology available, a large
chunk of the biofuel will have to come from the sugar sector for now. Therefore, pricing is the key.
The government estimates that ethanol supply of around 150 crore litres in 2017-18 could save
foreign exchange worth over 4,000 crore. The production of biofuels from agricultural waste, it is
hoped, will also help curb atmospheric pollution by giving farmers an incentive not to burn it, as is
happening in large parts of northern India.

But policy should not get ahead of technological and financial feasibility — and options should be
realistically laid out for farmers. There is also a need for caution in using surplus foodgrain to
produce ethanol. And while removing the shackles on raw material supply can have definite
benefits, it cannot make a significant difference to biofuel production as long as the supply-chain
infrastructure that is required to deliver biofuels to the final consumer remains inadequate. To
address this issue, the new policy envisages investment to the tune of 5,000 crore in building bio-
refineries and offering other incentives over the next few years. The government should also take
steps to remove policy barriers that have discouraged private investment in building supply chains.
Until that happens, India’s huge biofuel potential will continue to remain largely untapped.
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